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2012 opb Spewnged 26 BIFHN umisedliumenysen 2.3
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mEHW SOWHS HTHIEUTHLD 568,147.50
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(BEdeoTHs)) 420,945.00
USLBTU BWT SrsHdHlet smuif 239,770.00
H6VaST H(HFCFEL6ULD DINEBBL L W6 213,713.50
LIOITSIT  6UaTesTUIFBIHLD 208,373.00
BTN BITTh 60T 109,095.00
CaripTd HeLem6VHTH6T 72,100.00
etGor &6, ol 65,000.00
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HIT6V&ELD MedW @rrFdud 46,912.50
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GLT6T, 3. 32,500.00
agjFen Fnjeieur et 30,010.00
8GO, Si. 26,000.00
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SICTTNEIT (G601 &FH6vTLD 13,000.00
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BhHBHT HCevs1Fe 11,315.00
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QLT SHHLD 2,336,406.50
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Welcome to the first issue of Noolaham News, the English newsletter from Noolaham Foundation. The aim
of this initiative is to keep all our stakeholders updated about the Foundation's activities. Noolaham News
will be published quarterly and will carry news and information about the projects and initiatives of the
Foundation. Please send your feedback and suggestions to noolahamfoundation@gmail.com

Tamil Documentation Conference 2013

Noolaham Foundation has been successfully carrying out
the task of knowledge sharing for the benefit of the
present and future generations for the past 8 years. Our
tasks include documenting and preserving the knowledge
bases of the heritages of the Tamil speaking communities
in Sri Lanka. Marking the completion of its 8th year,
Noolaham Foundation has decided to hold a special
event along with a research Conference on the theme
“Documentation and Preservation in Sri Lankan Tamil
Milieu” on the 27th and 28th of April 2013. knowledge
with a research Conference on the theme “Documentation
and Preservation in Sri Lankan Tamil Milieu” on the 27th
and 28th of April 2013.

This conference aims at identifying and discussing the
goals that have been achieved so far and the goals that

1. History, archaeological documents related to the
heritages

Audio, visual and photographic documents
Individual personalities and institutions
Documenting society

Linguistic and literary documentation
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bases of the heritages of the Tamil speaking communities
in Sri Lanka. Marking the completion of its 8th year,
Noolaham Foundation has decided to hold a special
event along with a research Co

knowledge bases of the heritages of the Tamil speaking
communities in Sri Lanka. Marking the completion of its
8th year, Noolaham Foundation has decided to hold a
special event along

need to be achieved in the future in the areas of
documentation, preservation and dissemination of
knowledge. Educationists and researchers across Sri
Lanka and from other countries will submit their research
papers on the following themes at this conference.

6. Knowledge sharing and education

7. The role and uses of technology in documentation
8. Digital libraries, websites and databases

9. Cataloging and library science

10. Art, cultural memory and documentation

Researchers are invited to submit their abstracts not exceeding 400 words on or before 15th January 2013. Full papers
for the accepted abstracts should be submitted on or before 1st March 2013. All accepted papers submitted for this
conference will be published in the conference proceedings.

New Chief Operating Officer

Vimalathithan Vimalanathan is taking over from Seran Sivananthamoorthy as the COO of Noolaham Foundation from
January 2013. Vimalathithan is currently working as an Assistant Manager, for Board of Architectural Education, Sri
Lanka Institute of Architects. Photography, Poetry and Graphic Designing are his favorite creative fields. He is very
much interested in Ancient Tamil Society’s Culture, Economy, Technology, Arts and Settlement patterns. His first
poetry book Poiyum Pazhangathaiyum Verungkanavum was published in 2010 by Thagitha Publication, Coimbature,
India. His research interests are South Asian Archeology, Heritage Management and Tamil Devotional Literature.
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Noolaham Journal to be launched in April 2013

Noolaham Journal which is on its
maiden step of the encouragement
and acceleration of the researches
concerning the past and present of
our society has its prime objective
of acquisition of research papers

BIV&LD
o

This journal has been decided to be published twice a
year on April and October of each year. The Noolaham
Foundation will pay special attention on the
maintenance of high standards on the continuous
publication, content and the external appearance of the

Donations Update

Noolaham Foundation relies heavily on the generous
support from our users and well wishers. Please consider
making a donation today. During 2012, twenty six donor
donated 2.3 million rupees for the Foundation. The details
are as follows:

Federal Assistance Award 568,147.50
Relief And Rehabilitation Network (UK)  420,945.00
Pathmanaba lyer, Rathina lyer 239,770.00
Neelan Thiruchelvam Trust 213,713.50
Bavaharan, Vanniyasingham 208,373.00
Natkeeran, L. Kanthan 109,095.00
Kopinath Thillainathan 72,100.00
Manamohan, V. (Dr) 65,000.00
Tamil Literary Garden 56,875.00
Kopi, Disan and Friends 55,900.00
Noolaham United Kingdom 46,912.50

and the publication of them after a careful
examination of their quality. It is worthy to note that
the ‘Noolaham’ journal is published to wipe out the
emptiness of the availability high quality journals in
the relevant field.

journal which has been initiated with an excellent
management structure and with diverse varieties of
resources. The first release of this journal will be held
on 28th of April 2013 at the 8th anniversary of the
Noolaham Foundation.

Jeyachandran Vaithilingam 32,500.00
Sakar, Muthukumaru 2,500.00
Kumaran, A. 32,500.00
Sutharshan Srinivasan 30,010.00
Premkumar, A. 26,000.00
Yoga Nathan Trust 25,000.00
Sivakumaran, K. 14,500.00
Franklin Marshal, K. 13,000.00
Akilan Poobalasingam 13,000.00
Anojan Gunaratnam 13,000.00
Arulpiragasam, S. 13,000.00
Sivakumaran, Aravind 11,750.00
Ganesan, Nanda 11,315.00
Balasuthan Gopalasingam 6,500.00
Sampath Bank — Wellawatte 5,000.00
TOTAL 2,336,406.50

Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust grant update

Neelan Tiruchelvam Trust has provided us with a grant
to carry out a digitization project for six months. The
main goal of this project is to document and digitize a
minimum of 30,000 pages of books and other
publications and make them available without access
restrictions.

To make publications available without access
restrictions, permissions from copyright holders have to
be obtained and thus obtaining permissions from 50
copyright holders was also planned to be conducted as
part of this project.

Even though this project was scheduled to start on 1
September 2012, we were not able to commence
activities because the grants were received in October.
Activities commenced in October 2012 and during the
first two months of the project, we have
1. scanned 29 publications with 5,927 pages
2. Obtained another 45 publications with 3,758
pages to be scanned
3. Obtained new permissions from 15 copyright
holders
4. Revamped the copyrights permissions database



Pallikoodam initiated

Pallikoodam (Tamil word for School) yet another ambitious initiative of Noolaham Foundation has been initiated
during 2012. The vision of this initiative is to is create open, freely accessible, self-organizing virtual learning
enironments for the Sri Lankan Tamil speaking students and educators.

Two pilot projects (Digital Libray for Advanced Level Students and Digital Library for Ordinary Level Students)
were started in October 2012 and it will be finished in September. Two project officers were assigned for scanning
and all other activities are being carried out by volunteers, mainly university students. These volunteers have
aproached schools, private institutions, individuals and education departments to identify, locate and collect
educational resources. About 500 exam papers are already digitized. So far many schools from Jaffna,
Trincomalee and Colombo have provided or agreed to provide their study materials for this project.

Education department of Northern Province has given permission to collect resources from all the schools under
their domain. Some Zonal Education Departments have agreed to provide resources as well. Resource collecting
activities are currently being extended to other districts as well.

Noolaham Digital Library Update Noolaham Digital Library Usage 2012

2,050 documents were added during 2010 to the Unique Number

Project Noolaham database, taking the tally from Month visitors of visits FEgEs Az
10,058 to 12108. They include Jan-12 11,116 19,948 214,710 648,841
Feb-12 10,287 19,258 195,269 595,388
Books 3,806 Mar-12 10,619 19,559 223,437 660,509
Magazines 4,930 Apr-12 10,618 18,782 240,913 615,190
Newspapers 1,986 May-12 12,143 20,686 229,385 708,767
Others 1,386 Jun-12 12,913 20,870 205,025 612,906
Total 12,108 Jul-12 13,594 21,743 278,039 703,907

Aug-12 14,319 23,560 399,523 807,132
Sept-12 12,918 20,417 399,095 743,393
Oct-12 14,168 23,258 536,773 930,126
Nov-12 13,288 21,996 436,909 856,856
Dec-12 14,194 23,378 394,657 758,184
Total 150,177 253,455 3,753,735 8,641,199

These publications were published in 108 years.
The books includes publications of 1,586
publishers and 2,147 authors. There were four
Special Archives and nine portals enhancing the
accessibility of the website.

Veththiyar Thamizhavanam 2013

Students of Royal College Tamil Debate Council have electronically
documented the school books published for the past 48 years. This pioneer
event has been named ‘Veththiyar Thamizhavanam 2013’ by them. The
occasion of releasing the CD was held with the collaboration of Noolaham
Foundation at Royal College Union Skill Centre on 31st March 2013.

The chief guest of the event of releasing the CD was Hon D. M. i
Swaminathan and special guest was M. Raja Rajeswaran Thangarajah, Attorney-at-Law. The other distinguished
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participants were School Principle, Mr. H.A.Upali Gunasekara, the Deputy Principal of Royal College, Mr
M.Ganapathipillay, The Teacher-in-Charge of the current debate team of Royal College, Mr G.Sri Ragawarajan,
Noolaham Foundation Director Mr.S.Seran, Past presidents of Royal college debate teams of yester years and

several old boys of the college.

Discussion on "Pallikoodam" Program in Colombo

A small discussion on seeking advice on the Pallikoodam Project
currently undertaken by Noolaham Foundation was held at the
Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel on March 6th 2013. The discussion was
attended by some foreign resource persons namely Agneta W
Flinck, Lecturer Department of Sociology, Division of Education
and Andreas Bryngelson, project Co- ordinator, Lund University.
Prof.S.Santhirasegaran, Mr. Sureshkumar Kanthasamy, Mr. Seran
Sivananthamoorthy, Ms. Chinthoorie Yogalingam and Ms.
Varakini Shanmugadas also participated in the event. The meeting
enabled the participants to get a broad understanding of the

project. It also strengthened the relationship of the foundation with those who could be of great help in the future

in the projects initiated by the Foundation

Introducing Noolaham in Batticola

An introductory event about Noolahm Foundation and
its projects and programmes was held at the Co-op
center hall in Batticaloa on the 30th of March 2013.
The primary intention of the event was to broaden the
people's awareness about the Noolaham Foundation
and the projects currently undertaken by the
Foundation. The event had two segments. The first
one was for the general public from 9 A.M. to 12
Noon and the second one was catered to the
educational sector, especially students and teachers,
from 2 P.M. to 5 P.M. The content of both events were
the same. The participants at the event from the
Foundation were Mr.Seran  Sivananthamoorthy,
Mr.Sureshkumar Kanthasamy, Mr.Anuheman
Annalingam, Mr.Umadaran Sivathas, Mr.Mayuran
Sivanathan, Mr.Harishanth Thiraviyanathan and
Mr.Sivarajan Balakumaran. The major topic of the
event was on the feasibility for the Noolaham
Foundation to operate in Batticaloa and to pursue its
projects by obtaining available resources from the
region. Emphasis was also given to the Virtual

Classroom project presently being undertaken by the
Foundation.

The event began with the introduction of the
participants from the Foundation by Mr.Seelan
Sivaguru. Thereafter, Mr.Seran Sivananthamoorthy
gave a brief introduction to the background and the
past and present activities of the Noolaham
Foundation. This was followed by an address by
Mr.Umadaran Sivathas on Institutional Archive and an
address by Mr.Mayuran Sivanathan about the Tamil
Documentation Conferance and the Noolaham
Journal. The next part of the event was the
introduction of the Virtual Classroom project by
Mr.Sureshkumar Kanthasamy and an overview of the
noolaham.org website by Mr.Harishanth
Thiraviyanathan. We are happy to note that the event
received a warm response from the audience and it
served as a signal for the future dissemination of the
Noolaham Foundation’s activities in Batticaloa. This
event was organized with the help of Sarmila
Ragunathan and Seelan Sivaguru.



Volunteers discuss Pallikoodam initiative

A meeting about the ‘Pallikoodam
Project’ was organized at the Cosy
Restaurant, Jaffna on 09.03.2013
at about 7.30 P.M. The primary
intention of the meeting was to
explore and discuss the ways and
means of pushing the project
towards its next phase. The
participants of the meeting were

Mr.S.Seran,  Mr.K.Sureshkumar,
Mr.Sarveswaran  Kengatharaiyer
(Lecturer, Department of

Computer Science, University of
Jaffna) , Mr.Sayanthan (Solution

architect, hsenid),
Mr.B.Raveendran (Advance Level
Combined Maths teacher),
Mr.K.Sivalingam (Advance Level
Physics teacher), Miss.N.Kala
(Advance Level Chemistry
teacher) and N.Piranavaruban,
E.Kawsihen, T.Harishanth,
S.Tharshikan, A.Vimosanan,
V.Magilan, S.Athirayan from the
Resource Team. The main topic of
the discussion was the preparation
of the Moodle for the advanced
level especially for the Maths

stream immediately. The teachers
who took part at the discussion
promised to provide course
structures of their respective
subjects. Each of them will be
helped in their tasks by a team. It
has been planned to accomplish
this work at least by the 10th of
March. The meeting which
continued with some other
miscellaneous matters regarding
the contribution of the teachers
was finally over by about 9 P.M.

Nudpam Conference — 2013

The ‘Nudpam’ Technological conference was held at the Jaffna
Public Library Auditorium on 9th of March 2013. It was organized
Information Technology Organization named
‘Nudpam’. More than 14 research papers on diverse topics in the
area of Information Technology were submitted at the conference.
The Chief Operating Officer of the Noolaham Foundation,
Mr.Seran Sivananthamoorthy provided his address submitting a
research paper on the topic ‘Tamil digitization efforts in Sri
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Lanka’. Mr.Sarveswaran Kengatharaiyer, Lecturer, Department of
Computer Science, University of Jaffna too submitted a research paper on the topic of. Both research papers were
greatly welcomed and the audience seemed to have found them useful.

'"Panaiyolai' Documentation Conference held in Colombo

A documentation seminar titled ‘Panayolai’ was held
in “Vinothan Hall’ at the ‘Colombo Tamil Sangam®,
Wellawatte on 03.03.2013. The event commenced at
10.00 am. with the welcome address by
Mr.Vimalathiththan Vimalanathan and was followed
by an address by Mr.T.Mathusoothanan. Thereafter, a
short lecture on the topic of ‘Documentation and the
Knowledge’ delivered by
Prof.Saba.Jeyarajah. The next event was an address by

sharing  of was

Mr.K.Raguparan on the topic ‘The Documentation
related to the Tamil societies of Sri Lanka and the
adjacent phases to be adopted’. There was a discussion
then on common topics related to documentation.
People from various spheres of society such as
architects, people attached to the news media and
linguists took part in the discussion and presented their
views and thoughts. The seminar ended with Mr.
Seran Sivananthamoorthy's vote of thanks.



Tamil Documentation Conference Organizing Committee met in Colombo

The Organizing Committee of the TDC — Tamil Documentation Conference 2013 met on the 3rd of March at the
“Vinothan Hall’ of Colombo ‘Tamil Sangam’. Vimalathithan Vimalanathan, Chairman of the TDC organizing
committee, Seran Sivananthamoorthy, Director of Noolaham Foundation and Y.Chinthoorie, Secretary of the TDC
organizing committee were the chief participants at the meeting. The participants discussed the current status of
the projects and activities related to the conference and the future plans to improve and implement them.

Tamil Documentation Conference - 2013 ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

Chairperson - Vimalanathan Vimalathithan
Secretary - Chinthoorie Yogalingam
Treasurers — Anuheman Annalingam

Gajani Satchithanandan
Program Organizing Team Registration Team
Puviraj Iroshan Chinthoorie Yogalingam

Jeganathan Thivatharan Sivadas Umadaran

Balasubramaniam Neethujan Nanthakumar Subesan

Thayaparan Mokanarangan Varakini Shanmugadas

Selvanayagam Jegathepan Balakumar Sivarajan

Rajendram Tharshanth Ratnasegar Natheesan

Krishnamoorthy Mayuresan Thadshayini Ragunathan

Sivakumar Luckshan
Arulthasan Kandepan

Publication Team Guest Relations Team

. lan L |
Sivanathan Mayuran Jeyaseelan Ladeslous

Thavendran Kapilan
Arunasalam Sambhanthan

Arulseelan Harishan

Murugesu Suthakar
Jagaseelan Varalakson

Nagarajah Kapilan

To
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Noolaham Foundation meets with 'Asia Art Archive’

A meeting of Noolaham foundation with the Asia Art Archive (Hong Kong) was held on 7™ June 2013
at the Noolaham Foundation Office. This pilot meeting was organized with the view of accelerating the
activities of Noolaham Foundation and working together with Asia Art Archive. Linda Lee, Co-ordinator of
Asia Art Archive, Seran Sivananthamoorthy, Director Noolaham Foundation and Ramanaish Kathiravel

participated in this meeting. q e

“I am very much impressed by the digitalization work you

have been doing on Tamil documents. It’s so great to see the
specialization work in your documentation, archiving information
and sharing it. Asia Art Archive also believes in ‘preservation
through sharing’ which is in common with the vision of your
foundation.” —these remarks made by Linda Lee are to be noted. We
believe that this meeting will be a driving force for new joint project
initiatives with Asia Art Archive.

Asia Art Archive website : www.aaa.org.hk

Interactive Discussion on Introduction to Wikipedia

An interactive discussion, “Panaiyolai” was held under the Chairmanship of Seran Sivananthamoorthy
on 25" of April in the Vinothan Hall, Tamil Sangam, Colombo. A. Ravishankar from India was the Guest
Speaker at this seminar.

w
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Introduction to Wikipedia - A. Ravishankar

He made a presentation on the basic features,
contents and the joint development of world-wide
volunteers of Wikipedia.

Open Content - M. Mayuran
He explained the meaning of ‘open’ and the

special features of ‘Open content compilation’.
Creative Commons - T. Gopinath

He gave explanations for Creative Commons
exclusive right and also explained how this could be
useful to  contributors.

It is to be mentioned that R. Mayurathan, a major contributor to Tamil Wikipedia (more than 3000 articles) also
participated at this event.



Discussion with ‘Raking Leaves’

The Activity Group of Noolaham
Foundation organized a discussion with ‘Raking
Leaves’ on June 13. Shamini Perera, Director and
Sunila Galapathi, Assistant Director participated
representing Raking Leaves in the discussion while
Seran  Sivananthamoorthy, Director  and
Sureshkumar Kandasamy, Coordinator-
Pallikoodam Project  participated representing
Noolaham Foundation.

Noolaham Foundation was established by
intellectuals with the objective of preserving,
categorizing, documenting, and digitalizing Tamil
cultural heritage. With a view to further strengthen
our objectives, we have decided to engage in new
projects in collaboration with ‘Raking Leaves’ who
too are involved in documentation of books using
high technology.

‘Pallikoodam’ joins G.C.E. A/L Model Examination Project

An agreement was made at Noolaham
Foundation while conducting a meeting with the
student representatives of Moratuwa University and
the ‘Pallikoodam’ project activity group of
Noolaham foundation. The agreement was that the
‘Pallikoodam’ project would co-jointly work in the
G.C.E. A/L Model Examination Project which had
been conducted solely by the Moratuwa University
students.

Medd Bem - 2003
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Therefore Sutharshan Sirinivasan, Noolaham-

Canada Co-ordinator, presented a cheque to the
Examination Co-ordinator in this context.

Examination was held successfully in 14
districts from June 19" to 25" with the intention of
benefiting 2800 students.

‘Pallikoodam’  Project is continuously
assisting such educational projects while focusing
the education of backward students of the Tamil
speaking communities.

Formulation of Handbook for Work Plan — Workshop

participated at this workshop.

A workshop for volunteers on formulation of internal development and work plan
was held at the Noolaham Foundation premises. Ramanaish Kathiravel served as the
Resource Person at this workshop held on June 16. Three major issues, viz.
procedures in preparing a handbook, the importance of handbook preparation and
the impact of the preparation on the future activities of the Foundation, were
discussed at this workshop. The Activity Group members of the Foundation



Tamil Documentation Conference — 2013

Noolaham Foundation which has been
engaged in the knowledge sharing mission for the
present and future generations through its
involvement in the documentation and preservation
of the heritage of the Tamil speaking communities,
held its Tamil Documentation Conference - 2013
along with its celebration to mark the g
Anniversary in 2013. This conference with the
theme “Documentation and preservation in Sri
Lankan Tamil milieu” was held on April 27" and
28™. This conference is unique in the sense that it
was the first ever conference on documentation in
Sri Lanka. All the eight Forums of the conference
were held in the Sangarapillai Hall and the
Vinothan Hall of Colombo Tamil Sangam.

Forum - A view

1. Documentation and Technology Forum
Chair: Prof. V. Maheswaran

Five research papers, viz.
documentation of
paintings in  Tamil
scenario, preservation of
human Social History
through photography,
preservation of
manuscripts of Eelam
Sidda Medicine, the
importance of
digitalization in
preservation of the documents faced with the risk of
extinction and also Documentation of ancient olla
and paper documents were presented during this
session.

In his concluding speech, Prof. V. Maheswaran
said that documentation should not only focus on
published or reachable documents , but also on
carrying forward to the future the documents that
one need to dig into.

2. History, Archeology and Heritage Forum
Chair: Prof. S. Pathmanathan

Five research articles, viz. Sri Lankan Tamil
traditional architecture, influence of the arrival of
the Dutch on art and culture in Jaffna peninsula,
stone inscriptions and stone inscription research in

Batticaloa, history of ——
Wellaweli village and
the Batticaloa-
Palugamam  charter,
were presented during
this session.

Prof. Pathmanathan in
his concluding speech
said, “Changes are
currently taking place
in history and untruths
are being propagated. Therefore, the intellectual
world will believe only if the truth is revealed with
evidence.”

3. Folk Art Forum
Chair: Prof. S. Mounaguru
Four research
articles, viz. Eastern Sri
Lanka folk tales,
traditional worship and
rituals in  Batticaloa,
Eelam ‘word of mouth
songs’ and the Folk tales
that existed among the
Tamil and Muslim
communities in
Batticaloa, were presented
at this Forum.

Prof. S. Mounaguru in his concluding
speech directed the researchers to minutely examine
and comprehend the research components of
research articles and understand its micro politics.
He further said that the objective of research should
be directed to its core.

4. Art Forum

Chair: Prof. Saba. Jeyarasa
A number of research
articles were
presented at  this
Forum. They included
all the events that had
taken place since the
commencement of
Drama and Theatre




Course at Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic
Studies, Eastern University, Sri Lanka, street
dramas performed in Batticaloa, costumes, jewelry
and make- ups of the Ravanesan Vadamodi Drama
of the 1960 — 2012, art events conducted by the
Department of Fine Arts, Eastern University, Sri
Lanka, short films produced in Batticaloa and
Dissertation of the students of the Department of
Fine Arts, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.

4. Community Forum
Chair: Prof. S. Yogarasa

Five research papers
were presented at this
Forum. They included
Arayampathy Tamil
community, those who
propagated Tamil
medicine in Jaffna, life, art
and political activities of
poet, Subathiran, worship
traditions of Tamil

- speaking veddas and first
Sri Lankan Tamil Women
journalist, Mangalammal

Masilamani. Prof. Yogarasa created a space for a

healthy debate and effectively moderated the
events.

5. Tamil language and Literature Forum
Chair: Prof. S. Thillainathan

Eight research

articles were
presented at this
Forum. They
included graffiti,
Eelam literature

initiatives of  the

initial stages, Eelam

‘sathaha literature’,
l children’s play songs
of the Polonaruwa District, book index in Tamil,
colloquial words related to Palmyrah, great efforts
of Rev. Fr. Thaninayagam in search of olden books
and Eastern Sri Lanka Christian magazines.
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Prof. Thillainathan in his concluding speech
emphasized the necessity to compile a Sri Lankan
Tamil dictionary consisting of words that are no

more in usage with their meanings as a document
for the present situation.

6. Library Forum
Chair: Prof. S. Sandrasegaram

Five research — — e =
articles were
presented at  this
Forum. They included
the role of library
information exchange
in raising the standard
of higher education
sector to international
levels, history of the
Jaffna Library,
pursuing books- an _.
evaluation, o
documentation of = ST
‘kirantha’ model Sanskrit books found at Jaftna
Library and the Sri Lanka Public Library system.

In his concluding speech, Prof. Sandrasegaram said
that this Forum became significant in view of the
fact that libraries are birth places and also places of
preservation of knowledge. He also expressed his
happiness at the contribution of young researches.

8. Culture Forum
Chair: Dr. Selvi Thiruchandran

Four research
articles were presented
at this Forum. They
included the impact of
the advent of
Christianity on the life
of Tamils in Sri Lanka,
extent of Throupathi
worship in Sri Lanka,
the traditional food
customs of the people of Jaffna and the procedure
for the functioning of documentation efforts in
stateless societies.

Dr. Selvi Thiruchandran in her concluding speech
said that “Researches in the universities mostly take
place within a specific intellectual circle and they
are points-related. But, outside researches have no
limitations.”  She appreciated the youth for
participating in conferences such as this.
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